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* .Washington—From the hard 
evidence available, Henry A. 
Kissinger’s dogged pursuit of 
new United States-Soviet con- 
trols on nuclear weapons re- 
flects his judgment that time is 
againstthe U.S... ee 
| He is said to be resentful of 
suggestions .that his efforts 
cloak a desire merely to keep 
arms control alive: through the 


special. political perils of an) 


lelection year. He is irritated, 
moreover, at suggestions that 
his mission to Moscow last 
week failed... > gatas 

... The. secretary of ' state’s 
judgment on the main issues is 
by no means universal in Wash- 
ington. Many critics here are 
suspicious of the terms that Mr. 
Kissinger’ and presumably 
President Ford might be will- 


_ ing to accept in-a new strategic 


arms limitation (SALT) agree- 
ment: we On 
" But his position is consistent 
with his known views on the 
state of the nation and the 
world. The.elements of his 
SALT appraisal range. from the 
‘specifics of the potential agree- 
‘ment, to the decline of national 
will, to fundamental. shifts in 
the global balance of power. 

_ Little, in fact,.is known of 
the potential agreement. Mr. 
‘Kissinger went to Moscow to. 
‘try to break the negotiating 


jor SALT held shot | 
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Under existing accords, 
Moscow controls about 2,550 
strategic launchers, the U.S. 
about 2,100. A reduction of. 10 
per cent in the Viadivostok ceil- 
ing of 2,400 would permit each 
side 2,160, of which 1,320 could 
he armed with, multiple war- 
jheads. — ee. 

Some U.S. officials believe 
Mr. Brezhnev would like to con- 
‘golidate his military forces and 
to convert more resources to 
domestic improvement. Anoth- 
er consideration, in this judg- 
ment, may be his concern that 
‘the Soviet military will become 
‘too powerful as his personal 
power begins to fade and the 
problem of succession develops. 

Whatever...Mr. Brezhnev’s 
motives, serious or dilatory, the 
glacial pace of previous SALT 
negotiations hardly inspires op- 
Ctl timism about a. quick solution. 
vet Mr. Kissinger: is- said ‘to 
have returned with reasonable 
hope for an agreement by early 
summer, to be placed then im- 
mediately before Congress. 


*.. Here the dynamics of an el- 
ection year enter. No one is cer- 
tain of public opinion on the is- 
sue. The administration knows 
ithat any SALT agreement. re- 
needs an-agreement politically motely conceivable will be at- 
tand that he might be willing to tacked by conservatives as’an 
“eliminate old missiles—-SS 7’s, | American sellout, whatever its 
§’5, and-13’s—and obsolescent mera, co 
bombers. : “1. “The chances that the Senate 


‘deadtock over how or whether 
'to count the Soviet Backfire 
bomber and American cruise. 
missiles—essentially pilotless. 
bombers—in.a new. SALT 
agreement, — . ge 
| He came away without an 


the Soviet leader, a new formu-. 
la, still vague publicly, for the 
next SALT packages: -20"7 "2s, 
According to administration 
officials, the new formula 
would reduce by 10 per cent the 
2,400 strategic launchers each 
side would be permitted under 
the informal accord reached by 
Mr. Ford and Mr. Brezhnev at 


clear, apparently not even to 
Mr. Kissinger. There. is some 
speculation that Mr. Brezhnev 


rae as 
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right ‘act’on a treaty before 
election day are. remote; Still, 
one administration-’ specialist 
re 


ye 


‘Mer 
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